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operate, but gave no sign of their willingness to do so.
Much, therefore, as a cottage hospital may be necessary-
seeing that at present the nearest available hospital or in-
firmary to which a patient from Swindon could be sent is as
far away as Bath,-we should regret to see one established
there unless some means can be taken to ensure the co-

operation of all the town practitioners on strictly equal
terms. We are glad to observe that the importance of this
consideration was fully recognised at the meeting; and as
at Fairford and other places cottage hospitals are conducted
satisfactorily to all the practitioners whose interests are
concerned, so, we hope, may be the case at Swindon,
should the project now on foot be carried out. Either let
each medical man retain the charge of any patient of his
who may have need to go into the hospital, or else provide
that each one shall take his turn in principal charge of the
hospital for a year, the rotation being strictly observed, and
no extension of term allowed on any consideration. Swindon

appears by the Registrar-General’s Quarterly Return to
have been excessively unhealthy of late; and Dr. Morris,
the health officer to the Old Town local board, reported at
the beginning of last December that the mortality during
the preceding two months had been at the annual rate of
46 per 1000. With its fine natural position and other ad-
vantages, the Old Town of Swindon ought to be one of the
healthiest places in the kingdom, yet the death-rate just
mentioned is far higher than that of our most densely
peopled manufacturing towns.

THE UNITED SERVICE MEDICAL SCHOOL.

WE have every reason to believe that a proposal which
appeared some time ago in this journal as to the advisability
of establishing a medical school for the medical service of
the navy, in conjunction with that already existing for the
army, will be carried into effect. There is little doubt,
moreover, that the authorities, not feeling justified in in-
curring the great expense that would attend the establish-
ment of separate schools for the two services, will utilise
the Netley institution for the purpose. Some slight modi-
fications or additions to the present course of study could
easily be effected, so as to adapt it to the requirements of the
naval medical service. An appointment might be made in
the school for an officer of the naval medical service-for
such a man as Dr. Macdonald, F.R.S., for example.

DOES REVACCINATION REQUIRE REPETITION?

A CORRESPONDENT asks us if the operation of revaccina-
tion is repeated on the nurses of the Small-pox Hospital.
The following are Mr. Marson’s words in his article on

Small-pox in " Reynolds’s System of Medicine":&mdash;"For just
upon thirty years we have revaccinated all the nurses and
servants, who had not had small-pox, on their coming to
live at the Small-pox Hospital, and not one of them has
contracted small-pox during their stay there." We have
Mr. Marson’s more recent authority for saying that this I
remarkable immunity of the nurses continues. Doubtless 
it is due not alone to the fact that they are revaccinated, 
but revaccinated by Mr. Marson. All people cannot be re-
vaccinated by Mr. Marson, but they can be revaccinated II,
carefully and upon scientific principles-that is to say, with
moist lymph, and plenty of it, in four places. We are in-
clined to doubt even Dr. Seaton’s statement on this subject,
that even careful revaccination will fail in probably a half
or one-third of the cases; at least, at the present time good
revaccinations are far more frequently successful than this ’,
estimate would imply, and some of them take quite in in- ’I
fantile fashion. i

There is reason to think that vaccination needs not to be ’’,

repeated more than once. But it should be well done.

Nobody should consider that he has been revaccinated

satisfactorily who has, been revaccinated only with dry
points, without results, as seems to be the case with a

large number of the people who say they have been re-
vaccinated and ,did not take." Wherever there is any
special prevalence of the disease, and any doubt as to the
efficiency of the revaccination, there is nothing but wisdom
in the repetition of the operation. But if revaccination
has once been successfully practised in grown-up people, it
need not be repeated.

" DEAD DRUNK."
WE have received a report of an inquest that has been

held at Halifax, N.S., on the body of Lawrence Burns, late
a private in the 61st Regiment. It appeared that deceased
was found &deg;‘ dead drunk," and was placed in a cell at 10 P.M.
The guard in charge looked into this cell two or three times
in the course of the night; ’but made the first real exam-
ination of the prisoner at 5 A.M., when he was found to be
cold and stiff, having manifestly been dead for some hours.
The jury returned the following verdict:-" Death was
caused by the combined effect of alcoholism and asphyxia;
and, while the jury can attribute no blame to anyone, they
believe that a helpless insensible man should not be carried
by the police authorities with his face downwards, as a,

mutinous man is carried, and that he should receive careful
attention from time to time from those who are in charge of
the men in the prisoners’ cell. The coroner’s jury desire to
make public the following statement: A man who is help-
lessly drunk, or what is called ‘dead drunk,’ is in the
condition known to medical men as comatose, has his brain
and nervous system blunted, and is unable to feel an in-

jury, or to be conscious of its effects. A man in such a con-
dition is liable to die from many causes that would not
have the slightest injurious effects in a state of sensibility?
such as the simple act of vomiting ; lying partly on his face,
so as to cause a slight obstruction to breathing ; lying in a
constrained position, with his head bent very much for-
wards or backwards; a small amount of cold or wet ;-any
of these causes may produce death in such a state. It
therefore becomes the duty of the military and civil autho-
rities to issue such instructions to their police as would set
forth in detail the proper management of persons who are
helplessly drunk."
We congratulate the inhabitants of Halifax upon the in-

telligence of their jury; and trust that the sound advice

given will be followed by the authorities. In England it too
often happens that 11 dead drunk " means fatal coma from
disease. It is quite manifest, however, that soldiers or

police are in no case to be trusted with the charge of in-
sensible people, and that for such medical advice should
always be obtained. It is more than probable that the life
of poor Lawrence Burns might have been saved; and, in
these days of economy, we may be permitted to remind our
rulers that a trained soldier is worth preserving at the
cost of a doctor’s fee. 

____

" PASSING RICH ON FORTY POUNDS A YEAR."
OuR contemporary, the Islington Gazette, which sometimes

ably supports the Poor-law doctors against the shabbiness
of the guardians, has an unworthy defence of the fact that,
while the guardians give a bandmaster &pound;50 a year for

teaching music to 250 or 300 boys, one day a week, and
a chaplain ,850 for attending twice a week, they only
give the poor doctor C40 per annum for daily visits, dis-
pensing, &c. The defence is as curious as it is unworthy.
The Islington Gazette states that the said doctor has, by
the grace of the guardians, two other appointments. No-


